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SPIRIT AND FORM IN CHINESE PﬁETRY
Kuo Shac-yii

Spirit and Form are important considerations in the history of Chinese
literature as well as in the history of Chiuss_e litetary criticism. The goetry of
the ‘“Barlier and Later Seven Men of Letters’ of the Ming dynasty is regardcd as
belonging to the Formal School, while that of Wang Shili-chen (1634-1771) of
the Ch'ing dynasty to the Spiritual School.

In this essay the origins of the two schools are traced to the Ts’ang-lang
Paetic Criticism by Ven Vii (11822-12802). This is 2lso the verdict of earlier
scholars. What is new in this essay lles in the analysis of Yen’s Dhyana and
Intuition (ch'an and wu) into two distinctive meanings. Yen's Dhyana is
resolved into two forms: the similarity between Dhyana in Buddhism and in the
nature of -poetry, and, that between learning Dhyana and learning poetry.
Intuition is also resolved into two forms: the Alogical Intuition, and Intuition
of the First Osder. Conseguently, it is shown that the ordinary distinction
between Spirit and Form in poetry is due to the adoption of one or other of the
distinctive senses of Dhyane and Intuition, This thesis is corroborated both by
the evidence in the works previous to Ven’s book, as well as by that in later
warks criticising it. It is further shown that neither the traditional identification
of Spirit with Form, nor the assertion that Spirit and Form are not identical, is
quite to the point,

In dealing with the Fortmal Schaol, this essay takes as esamples the asser-
tions of Li Tung-yang (1447-1516), Li Meng-vang (1472-1529), and Ho
Ching-ming (1484-1522) and compares them. With 1i Meng-yang as a basis,

%The Former Seven Men of Letterst Li Meug—yaag (1472—1529), Ho Ching—ming (1484~
1522),. Hsfi Chen—ch’ing (1479-1511), Pien Kuog (1476—1532), K’aug Hai (1475-1510)s
Wang Chiu-ssu (-1496-), and Waog T'ing~hsiang (1474~1544)» The Later Seven Men
of Letterss” Li P’an~lung (1514-1570)» Waug Shih—~chen (1526—1590), Hsich Chen (1495-
1525)s Tsung Ch'en (1525-1550)> Hst Chong-hang (?~1576), Liang Ya-yi (—1550-), and
Wu Kuo-lan (~1550-).
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readers are shown how Li Tubng-yang was the forerunner of the Formal theory,"

thereby correcting the assertion of Ch'ien Ch'ien-yi (1582-1664) that Li
Tung-yaog and Li Meng—-yang have contradictory views of poetical criticism;
and, showing how Ho Ching~ming transformed. the Formal theory, thereby ex-
plaining why Li Meng-yang found it necedsary to oppose hint. In connection
with Li Meng—yang’s Formal theory, his works are analysed in order to point
out the mistakes in the groundless assertion that he iﬁ:itates the works of the
prosperous period of the ‘I’ang dynasty,

With regard to the Spiritual School, the analysis is based on Wang Shili-
chen’s (1634-1771) poetiy. By showing the relationship between Spirit, Fosm
and Imagination (hsing ling) in the variation of his poetry and his poetical
theories. and in dilferences in motives in his former and later days, and in his
advocacy of Spirit, it is proved that the theory of Spirit is not so simple a matter
as was supposed by previous scholars. ‘Thus it is made clear that in his theory
there is the difference between writing poems embodying Dhyana principles and
making poetic’ judgments with Dhyana principles.  Consequently, his relation

with the T's’ang-lang Poetic Criticism is clarified.
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